IMPROVING READING COMPREHENSION OF CIVIL
ENGINEERING STUDENTS OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
JAYAPURA UNIVERSITY

Rosi Fitrivanti 8
Dosgen Program Studi Sastra Inggris
Fakultas Ekonomi, Sastra dan Sosial Politik, Universitas Sains dan Teknologi Jayapura
JI. Raya Sentani— Padang Bulan, Jayapura 95351
Eemail: rosisumedif pmaid. com

ABSTRACT

English ks one of the compulsery subjects that is taught to the students of University of Science
and Technology Jayapura including Civil Engineerning students. The aim of this study = o investigate
whether or not the use of anecdote able to increase the reading comprehension of the Civil
Engineering students of University of Science and Technology Jayapura. Method of this rasaarch ks
pro-axpanmenial method. Researcher applied pre-test lo measure their ability n Reading
comprehension, After that, the researcher gave treatmant to the students in ten meetngs and used
anecdotss as the leaming materials and then gave them past-fest in the last mesting. The result of
this study shows that the meaan soore of the pre-test iz 5 45 while the mean scare of the post-test
1% 758, the value of t-testis 15.2 and the value of t-4able is 1684 From the result of the study, the
researcher found that the mean score of post-tests is greater than pre-tests (7.58 > 5.45) and t-lest
value is gregter than t-table valua (15.2 > 1.684) so it can be concluded that the use of anecdaotes is
effective in improving reading comprehension of the Civil Enginesring students of University of Scence
and Technology Jayapura,
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INTISARI
Bahasa Inggris marupakan salah satu matas kuliah wajib vang disjarkan pada Universitas Sains
dan Teknclogi Jayapura termasuk Program Studi Teknik Sipil. Tujuen dar penelitizn ini adatah

uniuk mengetahul apakah menggunakan teke Anekdot mampu untuk meningksatkan kemampauan
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pemahaman membaca oleh mahasigwa Teknik Sipil Universitas Saine dan Teknologi Jayapura,
Metode yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah metode pre-expenmental dimana peneliti
mamberikan pre-fost kepada mahasiswa untuk mangukur kemampuan menska datam memahami
teks bacaan. Selelah itu, penelit memberikan perlakisan selama sepuluh kall peremuan dengan
menggunakan mater leks anekdot dan erakhir memberikan posi-test. Hasil penelitian ini
menunjukkan behwa mean score pre-test yang diperoleh sebesar 5 45 sementara mean score
post-fest sebesar 7,03, nilai (fest sabesar 15.2 dan nilai -table sabesar 1.684. Dari hasi penelitian
iersebul dapat dketahul bahwa nigal mean score posi-tes! lebth besar danpada niai maan scare
pre-test (7.58 = 5 45) dan nilal t-tast lebih besar dari fabfe (15.2 > 1.684) sehingga dapat dismpulkan
bahwa menggunekan teks anekdot sangat efekif dalam meningkatkan kemampuan mambaca
pada Mahasiswa Program Sludi Teknik Sipil Universitas Sains dan Teknologi Jayapura,

Kata Kunci: Pemshaman Membaca, Anekdot, Teks Bacaan.
INTRODUCTION

Nowdays, English is taught as one of the complusory subjects at Elementary schools even
1o universities. The students are expected to be able o get skills in meading, speaking, bstening,
and writing. In order to understand the lessons well from the text book, the students are demand 1o
read and comprehend what they read. Reading is an important part of English; this is 8 way of
gaining information from written source. | is aiso one important way to get contact with how the
native use their language. For the two reasons, it will be important to make the reading ectivity as
effective as possible. In reading comprehension, the message to be imposed in the written form is
the most Important elemant that the students must recognize, because the primary purpose of
reading is to know the thoughts expressed in the printed material, According Grellel {1288:12)
reading can enrich the students’ knowledge and axperianca becauss they do not only accept
whether the text says but they understood what they have already read. Similar with Graliat, Nuttal
{1982:10) stales thal reading & not just 2n active process, but an interaciive ona. It means reader
will interact with the text to predict what they are aboul. Therefors, reading with comprabension is
onby @ way lor the sludents to armve at what they want fo know from the reading matenal, Howeaver,

the problem is how io make them comprehend what they read.
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Leamning Englich could be fun for the students. In this case, the Lecturers should have a
good technique and good preparation in teaching. It is very easential for them fo create a good
clageroom atmasphars and to avoid students from getting bored. Some students fesl bored when
they read an uninteresting material. Tharefors, the researcher uses anecdotes as reading materials
in conducling teaching process. It is expected to Improve the students reading comprehension. A
wide selection material will be interesting if the material is humorous, Humor and fun are intrinsically
mativating and arouse and maintain interest during the lesson (Martin 2008, 354), Simitar with
Martin, Tambhyn (Z2003), infroducing humor 83 8 mnemonic device which is humor antertains learners
and this entertainment able to develops Intrinsle mothvation that ks called personal relevancy,

An anacdote i a kind of humorous story, it is & short narrative: of interesting, amusing, or
bingrephical incidants. It can motivate the students to read, because it is interesting, enjoyabla,
and funny for students. Anecdotes dramatize events, usually with scene, seiting, chamacters
description, and dialogues. The things that make anecdotes funny are that there is usually some
unusual twist of turn of events as story goes. Many of the best anecdotes howeaver come from raal,
life and exampée. Because some anecdoles express the real life, make them interesting to read.
Wardard and Nuryalin (2017) in their reseanch said that, anecdotal texts of resaarch result worthy
of being used A3 teaching material because anecdoles are aptly used in the delivary of charactes
and local wisdom because of the humor that students love and are easily acceptad by students,
the values contained in the text, and the stories of famous personalities. There Is some kind of
power that encourge the reader's curiosity as the ‘what next? question as arlsen another reason o
read anecdotes is because of the plot. The plot i always easy to follow and touches reader’s funny

before they swallow each word to find the ideas.

METHODOLOGY

Research Design

This research employs pre-experimental method with one group pretest and post-tests. This
research has two varablas, thay are dependeant variable and independent vanable. [he indepandant
variable is the use of anecdotes in teaching reading comprehension and the dependeni variable is
the students’ reading comprahension achisvement.
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Pooulation and Sampla

The poputation of this rezearch iz the Civii Enginearing students of Unversity of Sclance

and Tachnology Jayapura whils the samples of this research is claas A Civil Engineering students

of 2018 that is consist of 40 students.

Procedure of Collecting Diata

The steps that usad in collecting data in this research are as follows:

1. Pretest

Bafora giving treatment, the researcher gave pretest. It took in 80 minutes, with 2 x 45

minutes. The researcher was distribuied the mataral lest that consists of 30 tarms. Tha pretast

usad to know the prior knowledge of the students’ reading comprehension.

2. Treatment

The researchar was carriad oul the claes in f2n meefings. Each meating nun for 2 x 45

minutes, and the researcher usad anecdotes bo be discussed. In presenting anecdotas, the

researcher explained about the anecdote, The procedures that are done during the treatmeant

arg a8 follows:

a,

b

The researcher disiributed anecdotes
The researcher introduced the topic of enecdotes
The researcher asked the students to read the anecdotes, |n this case, thay are expectad

to understand the meaning of anecdotes by themsehes.

d. The researcher asked the students to underline the unknown or unfamiiar words.
g. I1heresearcher esked each student o read again and explain the meaning of anecdaies
that they get while the researcher scors it
f  The researcher asked the students to answer the question about the anecdotes comecty,
g. Theressarcher asked the students to collect thair answer.
3. Posttest

Posttestwas camied out in the last meeting. The ressarcher employed posttest tofind out

the vaklue of reatment whether or not the result of the postiest will better than pretest, The content

of the posttest iz same with tha pratest.

b=
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Procedure of Data Analyzing

The data wera collected through the pretest and posttest, and they were analyzed by using

descriptive and inferential statistic. The steps are:

1.

Scoring the students’ correct answar of pretest-posttest

_ Toual serréct anmrer

Score nomhar of fems

X100

Classifying the score of students into saven levels classification as follows:
8. Scora 8.6 - 10 is classified es excellant

b. Score 8.8 - 8,5 is classified as very good

€. Score7.6- 8.5 classified as good

d. ScoreB.8-7.5classifled as averags

8. Secore 5,6 - 0.0 classified as fair

f.  Score 3.6-5,5 classified as poor

4. Heore Q- 3,5 classifed as very poor

Computing the frequency of the rate percentage of the students’ score:
P=5x 100

Wheene:

P . Percentage

F  :fraquency

N - total number of students

Galculating the mean score of the students’ answer by using formula from LR Gay, et al (2006),

L

= Where: ¥  =mean score
> X =totsl row score

M = todal number of students
Finding out whwther the differences between the mean scoe of the pratest and the mean scare

ofthe post test was significantly by the value of the test. The following formula was employed:

so= EII_Ei}f

N -1
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Where: S0 @ Standard desiation

LX ! Thetotzl ecore of pratest -postiest

il ¢ Mumber of students

6. Calculating the value of t-test to indicate the significance between the mean score of pretast-
posttest, the researcher will use the following formula from LLE Gay, et al {2008)

D
. ZD:_E??}Z

MN(N-1)
Where:
i : Test of significanca
] » The mean of score differences

ED : Thie sum of the D (the difference hetween two pair of score)
ED}E ! Square the sum of tha D
N : The total number of students

1 : Test of significant

FINDINGS

The findinge of thiz research deals with the studenis’ classification of pretest, postiest, the
sliedents' mean score and hypothesis testing. Thesa findings are described as follows:
Shudent's Reading Deveilopment

The use of anacdote in izaching reading is able to develope the reading comprehension of
the students of Civil Engingering as indicated by the mean score of their pre-test and post-test as

shown i the fable 1 balow:

Table 1. The Mean Score of Students’ pre-test, post-test, and standand deviation

Type of test Mean scora Standard deviation
Pretest 545 1.46
Pasttast 758 1.08 -
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Table 1 shows that the mean score of the students' pretest is 5.45 while the mean score
of post-tesis iz 7.58, The standard deviation of the pretast is 1.46 while the standand deviabon of
post-test is 1.08. The mean score of the studenta’ pest-test is higher than the mean score of the

students’ pre-tests while standard deviation of the students’ pre-test is closer logether instead of

pre-test scona.
Hypathesis fesiing
Tebile 2. The l-lest and -table
t-test t-table
152 1.684

The result of the statistical aralysis at the level of significance 0.05 with degress of freedom
(df) =MN-1, whara 40 — 1 = 38, indicates thal there is the significent difference between the mean
goore of the postiest (7_58) and the mean score of pre-teats (5.46). In addition, the ttest value is
greater than the -tabie value that is 15.2 > 1.684. Therefore, the null hypothesis (H.H) Is rejected,
while the atarmative hypothesis (H,) i accepiad.

Based an the statements above, the researcher concludes that the students' reading
comprehension ks increased after the treatment through using anecdate.

Table 3. The Rate Percentages and Frequancy of the Score of Pre-tes! and Post-test.

Mo Clazalibeation Boore . Pre-test Post-test

1.  Excellent O 6= 10 - - - .
UE'IIH E-I:Dd ‘E|E - 9|E 7 = T 1? 5%
2 Good TE—85 & 12.5% 15 37.5%
3. HFverans BE=75 H 20% 11 &Y .BG
Famr BEEBE-B5 4 10% G 15%
4 Poor 36=-55 23 B7.5% 1 el
\ary poar 0-35 - . - =
5
8.
T.
Toisl 40 100 40 100
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T-est value
In order o know whether or not there is a significant difference between the mean scona of
the students’ pretest and posttest at the level of significance 0.05 with degrees of freedom (df) = N-

1, where N = number of students’ (40), t-test is applied. The followeng table showesd tha resull of tha

calculation.
Table 4. T-test Student's Reading Comprehansion
variable t-tast value t-table value
X2-X1 15.2 1.684

The table above shows that i-tesi value & highar than Hlabke value. |l can be concluded

that there is a significant difference betwsen the result of the students’ pre-test and post-test.

DISCUSSION

The dascription of data collected through the reading test as explained in finding section
shows that the students’ reading comprahension is increase, Before giving treatment, the reading
comprehansion of the students was categorized into good, average, fair, and poor score. It was
proven by none of the students got excellent and very good score, There were 5 students (12.6%)
got good score, B students (20%) got average score, 4 students (10%) got fair score and 23
students (57.5%) got poor score.

After giving treatmeant for ten fimes, the students’ reading score is categosized into vary

good, good avarage, fair and poor score. it was proven by none students got excellant score. Thare
wearz ¥ students (17.5%) got very good score, 15 students (37.5 %) got good score, 11 students
{2T.5%) got average score, 6 sfudents (15%) got fair acore and only 1 student [2.5%) got poor
sC0MS.
The research findings show that the caiegory of the students in pre-test is poor to good; mast
students were difficult to answer the reading test, Then inthe post-test, the category of the students
mproves o very good because their reading comprehension was imgproved in treaiment so they
can answear the reading test easily.

The ressarcher used observation checkiist and questionnaire to know wheather or not the

students were interested in ieaming reading through anecdote. The obsenvation chacklist was given




ta the studerts during the treatment and questionnaire was given fothe students after ey answer
the guestions of post-test. The guestonnaire was based on the staps in that stralegy. So, the
researcher can know whether or not the students enjoy the trestment. It can be indicated by their
answer about the guestions in the obsenvation checklist and questionnains.

Basad on the nessarcher’s absarvation in treatment, the resszrcher found that most of the
students were interested to read anecdote in improving their comprehensian becausa mare the
content of the reading text is interesting. The students actively paricipated during the activity in
claes such as; retelling, finding the importenlevant, finding difficull words, and answar the guastion
about the anscdote,

The researcher's findings indicate that using anecdole B abla b improse tha reading comprehension

of the Civil Engineering student of University of Science and Technology Javapura. There are some

Test result of the data analysis also indicates that the t-iest value ie different between the
result of the pre-test and posi-test, at the level of significance (x) = 0.05 and degrees of freedom {df)
=38, than tha Habla value = 1.684, and the t-test valua = 1 52 The t-tast value is greater than t-
iable value 15.2> 1.684. Thatmeans that Mull hypeothesis (H,) is rejected while allamative hypathesis
(H.} is accsptad. Thera is a significant difference betwsen the result of tha student’s pra-test and

post-test

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

Based on the result of the data analysis, ressarch findings, and discussion in the previous
chapler, the ressarcher came 1o the following conclusion, use anecdote is effectve way in improving
the reading comprehension of the student of Civil Engineering of University of Sciznce and Technology
Jayapura, In addition, the use of anecdote iz the way that can be axpected to mothvate the students
to study reading.

it can be seen from the significant differences batween the students’ score in pre-tast and
posi-test after giving treafment. The result of the dafa analysis shows that the mean score of post-
testz is greater than pretest (7.58 = 5.45). Beskdas that, t-tast value that is 152 iz greater tham i-
table value 1.684.
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Suggestion for further, the researcher expects the Lecturer should be more creative in

ehoosing the technique that will be used in teaching in order to attract the students' interest.
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